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Congratulations 
 

 
 

Emilie Louise Frey Prize awarded to PD Dr. Claudia Lenz 
Claudia has been honored with the Emilie Louise Frey Prize for her habilitation thesis on the 
visibility of MRI findings in victims of strangulation and their relevance to forensic medicine. With 

this distinction, Claudia serves as an inspiring role model within our department for future 
generations of female scholars. Read more. 

 

 
 

Dr. Ferda Canbaz co-leads team receiving CHF 2 million BRIDGE Discovery Grant 
Ferda is one of the main co-applicants of a multidisciplinary team that has been awarded a 
BRIDGE Discovery Grant for the project “Patient-specific hydrogel corneal augmentation for 
vision restoration.” This initiative, led by Philippe Büchler (University of Bern) and coordinated 
jointly with Dominique Pioletti (EPFL), will receive 2 million Swiss francs over four years to 
develop a new minimally invasive surgical treatment for corneal disorders. Read more. 

 

 
 

Adjunct Professorship for Prof. Christof Stieger 
Christof is appointed Adjunct Professor in Experimental Medicine with a focus on audiology and 
neuro-otology. Christof heads the Audiology, Neuro-Otology and Cochlear Implant Center at the 
University Hospital Basel. At the DBE he leads the Acoustic and Vestibular Research Group. His 
clinical work covers the full spectrum of ear‑implant and cochlear‑implant care for patients from 
newborns to the elderly. Read more. 

 

 
 

Celebrating our first graduates of the Joint MSc in Biomedical Engineering 
Launched in fall 2023, the Joint MSc in Biomedical Engineering has reached an important 
milestone: just two years after welcoming its inaugural cohort, the program proudly celebrated 
its first graduates. On 14 November, nearly 20 students received their diplomas during a 
ceremony held at the FHNW Campus in Muttenz. Read more. 

 

 
 

2nd place in the ESMRMB 2025 General Audience Pitch for Sabine Räuber 
Sabine, PhD student in the Basel Muscle MRI (BAMM) group, led by PD Dr. Francesco Santini, 
won 2nd place in the ESMRMB 2025 General Audience Pitch competition. In her winning video, 
which she created during the DBE's last Summer School dedicated to scientific communication, 
Sabine highlighted her development of an open‑source grip‑force sensor that can be used inside 
an MRI scanner to monitor patients’ muscle activity. Read more and watch the video. 

About us – Highlights 
 

 
 

National Future Day – 32 young minds explore biomedical engineering 
On National Future Day, we had the great pleasure of welcoming 32 children to the DBE. These 
eager young visitors, aged 10 to 14, were introduced to the world of Biomedical Engineering 
Research. Read more. 

About us – We welcome 
 

 
 

Anne-Clémence Piveteau has joined the Magnetic Resonance Physics & Methodology group at 
the University of Basel as a PhD student under the supervision of PD Dr. Grzegorz Baumann. She 
is developing novel MRI methods to better image lung structure and function in infants and 
toddlers, aiming to improve pediatric diagnosis and patient care while advancing MRI 
technology. 

Events 
 

 
 

SwissRN 4th Annual Meeting | 05.12.2025 | Basel and online 
The program will feature leading voices in the field of reproducibility and open science to share 
their expertise and insights. More information and registration. 

Awards & Competitions 
 

 
 

The SNSF Scientific Image Competition 2026 | Submission deadline: 02.02.26 
Showcase the beauty of your research and share your daily life as a scientist. The SNSF invites 
you to take part in its image competition. Read more. 
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Research Funding 

 

Geistlich-Stucki Stiftung for protected research time | Submission deadline: 07.01.26 
The funding scheme creates protected time for research: it covers the salary costs of the 
supported clinician scientists for one to three years. Aims at areas where research is conducted 
on: tissue regeneration, particularly using biological materials in dentistry and oral and 
maxillofacial surgery. More information. 

 

ERC Grants | Submission deadline 13.01.2026 
ERC Consolidator Grant Call 2026: for applicants with 7-12 years post PhD experience. Get in 
touch with grants@unibas.ch, they offer support and advice. Applications via the Grants Tool 
until 15.12.2025. 

 

IBSA Foundation | Submission deadline: 31.01.26 
The IBSA Foundation supports early-career researchers in the fields of dermatology, 
endocrinology, fertility/urology, orthopaedics/rheumatology/pain medicine, and geriatric/ 
regenerative medicine with six fellowships of 32,000 euros each. More information. 

 

 

 
 

University of Basel Grants  

• Research Fund Junior Researchers | Submission deadline: 02.02.26 

• Short Time Travel Grants for PhD Students & Postdocs | Submission deadline: 15.02.26 

• Doc.Mobility – Grant for PhD students to go abroad | Submission deadline: 02.03.26 

 

Postdoc.Mobility | Submission deadlines: 03.02.26 and 04.08.26 
Postdoc.Mobility fellowships are aimed at researchers who have done a doctorate and who wish 
to conduct a research stay abroad. The objective of a research stay abroad is to enable them to 
acquire more in-depth knowledge, to extend their scientific network and independence and to 
enhance their research profile, in view of a future scientific or academic career in Switzerland. 

Starting Grants | Submission deadline: 05.05.26 
The Starting Grants represent the SNSF’s highest level of career funding. The call enables 
researchers to carry out their own independent project and lead a research team in Switzerland. 

See SNSF website for further calls. 
 

 
 

Leading House Asia Pacific Funding Call 2025 | Submission deadline: 08.03.26 
The 2025 Leading House Asia Pacific offers opportunities to strengthen research, policy 
engagement, and PhD mobility between Switzerland and partners across the Asia–Pacific region. 
This year’s call introduces two funding schemes – the Scientific Collaboration Fund and the 
Mobility Fund. Swiss-based researchers can apply in partnership with colleagues from 
universities, research institutes, and policy institutions from across the Asia-Pacific region. 

At the Department of Biomedical Engineering, we translate 
basic science and engineering into medical knowledge and 
healthcare innovations. We provide high quality education 
and capacity building for academics, clinicians, and industrial 
partners. The DBE is a joint venture of the University of Basel, 
the University Hospital Basel and the University Children’s 
Hospital Basel. 

 

 
Would you like to publish news in the newsletter? 
Please write us at communication-dbe@unibas.ch 
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